JOHN SETTLE, JR.



:  NUMBER:  528,119, “B”
VERSUS




:  FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

ROY A. BURRELL and INNER 


CITY ENTREPRENEUR INSTITUTE
:  CADDO PARISH, LOUISIANA

REASONS FOR JUDGMENT DENYING
PETITIONER’S WRIT OF MANDAMUS


Petitioner, John E. Settle, Jr., filed a Petition For Writ of Mandamus and Attorneys Fees in which he has named as defendants (1) Roy A. Burrell and (2) Inner City Entrepreneur Institute (ICE) and requested names and salaries of all employees of ICE for 2006-2008.  On April 20, 2009, exceptions filed by Billy R. Casey were argued and taken under advisement
 by the Court; further, evidence was adduced with the testimony of Roy Burrell and Dan Wimberly along with various exhibits.  For reasons which follow, the Court concludes that the Writ of Mandamus should be denied and this action dismissed.


It is clear from the evidence that ICE is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation.  According to the testimony of Roy Burrell and Dan Wimberly, ICE does not have any employees; its management and work are all performed by volunteers, a non compensated Board of Directors and independent contractors.  Roy Burrell is a consultant and independent contractor.  Because ICE is a private non-profit corporation, not a public body as defined by La. R.S. 44.1(A)(1), it is not subject to the Public Records Act.  Furthermore, the evidence is insufficient to support the petitioner’s allegation that ICE is a quasi-public non-profit corporation (which is somewhat undefined by law) designated as an entity to perform a governmental or proprietary function.  Accordingly, in light of the legal status of ICE coupled with the practical fact that ICE has no employees, the petitioner’s writ is denied and this action is therefore dismissed.

A formal Judgment is signed and filed contemporaneously with theses Reasons For Judgment. 


Signed this 30th day of April, 2009 in Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana.
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DISTRIBUTION:
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Billy R. Casey
� The exceptions were denied by formal Judgment filed prior to the Judgment on the merits.





