PAULETTE KEMP, as the 


:  NUMBER:  502,631, SECTION B
Administratrix of the estate of the minor

child, TERRY KEMP

VERSUS




:  FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

CADDO PARISH SCHOOL BOARD,

ET AL





:  CADDO PARISH, LOUISIANA

RULING


Trial was held January 28 and February 2, 2009, and the Court heard testimony from SPD Cpl. D. L. Miller, Susie Picket, Paulette Kemp, Michael Cornelius, Nancy Sandidge, Roy Murray, Georgie Anne Hensley, Otis Jones and James Nichols.  Notably, Terry Kemp, now a major, declined to appear and provide testimony.  The Court also received into evidence numerous exhibits including, but not limited to, a Caddo Parish School Board (CPSB) video tape depicting the students on the bus just prior to the event, the deposition of SPD Cpl. Michael Carter, hospital records of Terry Kemp, various bus maintenance manuals and a CPSB handbook for bus drivers and attendants.  Finding that the plaintiffs, Paulette Kemp, as the Administratrix of the estate of the minor child, Terry Kemp, have not carried their burden of proof and that Judgment should be rendered in favor of CPSB, the Court makes the following specific findings of fact and conclusions of law
:

1.  On April 29, 2005, Jahadi Davis committed a battery upon Terry Kemp on property not owned by CPSB after the two exited a Caddo Parish school bus. 

2.  There is no evidence that prior to the offense CPSB employees had any actual or constructive knowledge that there was a conflict between these two students of Hosston Alternative School.


3.  While Mrs. Paulette Kemp had contacted Mrs. Sandidge about non students congregating around the Fair Grounds bus stop, allegedly harassing students exiting the bus, appropriate and reasonable measures were taken by Roy Murray and Georgie Anne Henlsey insofar as a request for police assistance at that location.  The arguments of plaintiff counsel that CPSB has a legal duty to have police presence at the Fairgrounds bus stop, any other bus stops where there is a conflict and/or its 7000 bus stops, is without merit.

4.  The Court is especially impressed with the sincere and compelling testimony as well as the dedicated work of Nancy Sandidge, Susie Pickett and Otis Jones.


In light of the evidence in this case, the Court concludes that there is absolutely no vicarious liability on CPSB for the tortious and criminal act of Jahadi Davis and, further, there is no individual liability on CPSB for the actions of its employees inasmuch as their actions were reasonable and in full compliance with law.


Having concluded that the plaintiffs have not even come close to carrying their burden of proving any liability on the part of CPSB, the Court shall render Judgment in favor of CPSB.  Defense counsel shall submit a formal Judgment.


Signed this 3rd day of February, 2009 in Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana.








__________________________ 








        SCOTT J. CRICHTON








          DISTRICT JUDGE

DISTRIBUTION:

Steve Carby – 424-3730
Dale Cox – 227-1141
� The CPSB employees are Susie Picket, bus driver; Michael Cornelius, mechanic and bus attendant; Nancy Sandidge, Principal of Hosston Alternative School; Roy Murray, Director of Security; Georgie Anne Hensley, Security; Otis Jones, Director of Transportation; and James Nichols, Safety Inspector/Claims.





