LAWANDA POWELL, Individually 
:  NUMBER:  521,448, “B”

and on behalf of her minor

Daughter, TAQUADRA TAYLOR

VERSUS




:  FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

WILLIS-KNIGHTON, ET AL

:  CADDO PARISH, LOUISIANA

REASONS FOR JUDGMENT


The Court has thoroughly considered the Motion For Summary Judgment filed November 10, 2008 by defendants, Dr. Michael Sullivan and Willis Knighton South Medical Center, with attachments, the memorandum in opposition filed December 30, 2008 by plaintiffs, Lawanda Powell, Individually and on behalf of her minor daughter, Taquadra Taylor, and the reply memorandum faxed to the Court on January 2, 2009.


Having reviewed all of the above items, applicable law
 and oral arguments of counsel on January 5, 2009, the Court concludes that there are no genuine issues of material fact as to the applicable standard of care, breach and causative damages as set forth by La. R.S. 9:2794 and Dr. Sullivan and Willis Knighton South Medical Center are entitled to summary judgment as a matter of law.


On November 16, 2004 Taquadra Taylor was 9 years old when she sustained an injury on playground equipment.   Accompanied by her mother, Lawanda Powell, Miss Taylor went to Willis Knighton-South Emergency Room and was treated by Dr. Michael Sullivan, an emergency room physician.  The patient sustained complications from the procedure employed by Dr. Sullivan which ultimately resulted in the necessity of additional treatment and a surgery.  At issue is (1) whether, considering the fact that this was not a medical emergency requiring immediate treatment, Dr. Sullivan should have either consulted a gynecologist or referred Taquadra to a gynecologist; (2) whether it was appropriate for Dr. Sullivan to perform the procedure at all and if so was it appropriate to perform it in a non sterile environment such as an emergency room as opposed to an operating room; (3) whether a prophylactic antibiotic should have been prescribed by Dr. Sullivan under the circumstances; and (4) whether the procedure chosen by Dr. Sullivan should have been done with general anesthesia.

While the defendants have attached the Affidavit of Ronald Lambert, MD, who is an expert in emergency medicine, as well as the medical review opinion, the plaintiffs have attached the deposition of Gregory Blanton, MD, an expert in obstetrics and gynecology, who also treated Miss Taylor performing corrective surgery about 8 months after the treatment by Dr. Sullivan.  Notwithstanding the fact that Dr. Blanton cannot offer expert medical testimony in the field of emergency medicine, which is itself problematic, he does not satisfy any of the requisites of La. R.S. 9:2794.  He does not establish the standard for emergency room physicians and he specifically declined to testify that Dr. Sullivan breached any standard of care of an emergency room physician or, for that matter, that he breached any standard of care in repairing the injured site at the Willis Knighton emergency room.  Dr. Blanton was one of this child’s treating physicians who clearly disagrees with Dr. Sullivan’s treatment; however, this evidence – which is the plaintiffs’ sole opposition to the defendant’s motion - is insufficient to counter the defendants’ strong summary judgment evidence.

Accordingly, the Motion For Summary Judgment filed by defendants Dr. Michael Sullivan and Willis Knighton South Medical Center shall be granted.


Counsel shall submit a formal Judgment.


Signed this 3rd day of February, 2009 in Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana.
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