CAROLYN BONNETTE


:  NUMBER:  532,976, “B”

VERSUS




:  FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

LISA RASHELL BRADHAM AND

ALLSTATE INSURANCE COMPANY
:  CADDO PARISH, LOUISIANA

REASONS FOR JUDGMENT


Trial was held April 20, 2010.  The Court heard testimony from Carolyn Bonnette and Chiropractic Dr. Thomas Nosser.  Several exhibits, including the accident report, photographs, medical reports and invoices, were admitted as evidence
.  For reasons assigned, the Court concludes that Lisa Rashell Bradham is 100% at fault for the accident of September 3, 2008 and that general damages for Carolyn Bonnette in the amount of $8,500.00 plus special damages of $3,790.00 are warranted under all the facts and circumstances of this case.


Liability is not in dispute and therefore the only genuine issue for the Court is the measure of monetary damages.  Ms. Carolyn Bonnette, age 68, is credible and the Court is convinced that she sustained injuries in the accident, including headaches, neck and shoulder pain.  The evidence is clear that she did her very best to recover and mitigate her damages.  Chiropractic Dr. Thomas Nosser testified of his objective findings two days post accident, and that Ms. Bonnette followed his detailed regime, attending treatment sessions three times per week.  Dr. Nosser testified that by December 8, 2008 Ms. Bonnette had reached “maximum medical improvement”, which he distinguished from being completely cured.  Dr. Nosser observed that Ms. Bonnette’s age and prior osteoporosis are complicating factors for complete recovery.  The testimony of Dr. Nosser and that of Ms. Bonnette are consistent.  Ms. Bonnette does not appear to be the least bit litigious; to the contrary, she is a senior citizen, retired from working for many years in the home health care field, who seeks justice.  The Court fully accepts her testimony.


The Court sets the expert witness fee of Dr. Nossser in the amount of $250.00.


Counsel shall submit a formal Judgment in accordance with La. Dist. Ct. R. 9.5.

Signed this 21st day of April, 2010 in Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana.








___________________________









       SCOTT J. CRICHTON









DISTRICT JUDGE

DISTRIBUTION:

E. Ray Kethley, Counsel for Carolyn Bonnette

S. Curtis Mitchell, Counsel for Allstate Insurance Company
� Coverage was stipulated.  Allstate paid property damages in the amount of $4,082.00.





