STATE OF LOUISIANA			:  DOCKET NUMBER: 300,870
VERSUS					:  FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
TRENT D. SMITH				:  CADDO PARISH, LOUISIANA
JUDGMENT ON DEFENDANT’S MOTION FOR
RECONSIDERATION OF SENTENCE
(WITH REASONS)
The Court has considered the defendant’s Motion for Reconsideration of Sentence, filed August 30, 2012, the transcript of the sentencing held August 1, 2012 (attached) as well as the entire record.  For reasons which follow and for the reasons articulated in open court on August 1, 2012, the Court concludes that the motion should be denied.  Accordingly:
[bookmark: _GoBack]IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Motion for Reconsideration of Sentence is denied.
REASONS
(1) The defendant pled guilty to a reduced charge on the date of his scheduled jury trial, the inference by this Court being not an expression of remorse and a step on to the road to rehabilitation but a last minute effort to lessen exposure in the penitentiary.
(2) The defendant received two substantial benefits from the district attorney, either one of which allowed this 43 year old man to escape the practical effect of a life sentence:   (a) reduction of the original charge of second degree kidnapping (penalty of hard labor for not less than five (5) years and not more than forty (40) years) to attempted second degree kidnapping (maximum penalty of 20 years hard labor); and (b) an agreement by the district attorney not to file a fourth multiple offender bill (not less than 20 years as a multiple offender to life imprisonment).
(3) The defendant randomly targeted and attacked a female in a public place, the obvious intent of which was to incapacitate and paralyze her, to transport her to another location, to violate and perhaps kill her.
(4) There is absolutely no excuse or legal justification whatsoever for this random and vicious attack on a helpless young woman.
(5) This Court thoroughly considered the guidelines set forth by La.CCrP 894.1 and reviewed beyond what would normally be included in a presentence report, which was neither requested by defense counsel nor required by law.
(6) The defendant has an extensive criminal history, having been convicted of two violent felony crimes [second degree battery (Caddo No. 162101) and attempted first degree robbery (Webster No. 60457)] as well as another felony conviction (Caddo No. 190,360) plus a series of obnoxious misdemeanor crimes.
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(7) The defendant has served numerous terms in penitentiaries and jails over the span of more than two decades; he has been on and off probation and parole – to no avail – and chosen to return to yet more criminal conduct.
(8) This Court watched the video recording of certain members of the defendant’s family and read all letters submitted by defense counsel.  While these family members could have been presented for testimony – and cross examination – the choice to present their recorded and unexamined testimony was a strategic decision by defense counsel.  The Court carefully weighed the mitigation statements ultimately concluding, however, that the defendant’s extensive criminal history coupled with the violent random felony crime at issue in this case outweighed any potential mitigation.
As stated at the sentencing[footnoteRef:1]: [1:  Transcript, pages 44-45.] 

But it boils down to what I said before, the random targeting and extreme violence of a completely innocent woman who was in a public place in the city of Shreveport and this type of crime calls out for justice and actually swift and tough justice because it’s a tough crime, it’s a violent crime.
	* * *
The violence and the nightmarish events of that night cannot be understated and they cannot be escaped.
I have considered everything.  It is the sentence of the Court that the maximum possible penalty is the only sentence that is appropriate, therefore, Trent Smith is sentenced to twenty years hard labor, Louisiana Department of Corrections...  


Once again, after thoughtful reflection and review of the entire case, and for reasons stated in this ruling as well as open court on August 1, 2012, the Court concludes that the sentence of 20 years hard labor is squarely in accordance with the law and evidence.  Accordingly, the motion is denied.
Signed this 4th day of September, 2012 in Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana.

__________________________
Scott J. Crichton
District Judge
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